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Commissioner for Patents g O 

Washington, D.C. 20231 , S 

Sir: If. . 

Listed on accompanying Form PTO- 1 449 are documents that may be considered material 
to the examination of this application, in compliance with the duty of disclosure requirements 
of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98. 

Where the publication date of a listed document does not provide a month of publication, 
the year of publication of the listed document is sufficiently earlier than the effective U.S. filing 
date and any foreign priority date so that the month of publication is not in issue. Applicants have 
listed publication dates on the attached PTO- 1449 based on information presently available to 
the undersigned. However, the listed publication dates should not be construed as an admission 
that the information was actually published on the date indicated. 

Applicants reserve the right to establish the patentability of the claimed invention over 
any of the information provided herewith, and/or to prove that this information may not be prior 
art^ and/or to prove that this information may not be enabling for the teachings purportedly 
offered. 
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This statement should not be construed as a representation that a search has been made, 
or that information more material to the examination of the present patent application does not 
exist. The Examiner is specifically requested not to rely solely on the material submitted 
herewith. 

Applicants have checked the appropriate boxes below. 

s 1 . This Irrformation Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits. No statement or fee is required. 

□ 2. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months after the 

U.S. filing date AND after the mailing date of the first Office Action on the 
merits, but before the mailing date of a Final Rejection or Notice of Allowance. 

□ a. I hereby state that each item of information contained in this Information 

Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months 
prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(e)(1). 

□ b. I hereby state that no item of information in this Information Disclosure 

Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in 
a counterpart foreign application and, to my knowledge after making 
reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1. 56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2). 

□ c. Attached is our Check No. in the amount of $ in payment of 

the fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p). 

□ 3. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months after the 

U.S. filing date and after the mailing date of a Final Rejection or Notice of 
Allowance, but before payment of the Issue Fee. A separate Petition to the Group 
Director, requesting consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement, is 

concurrently submitted herewith, along with our Check No. in the 

amount of $ in payment of the fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1 . 17(i). 
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□ a. I hereby state that each item of information contained in this Information 



□ b. I hereby state that no item of information in this Information Disclosure 



Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in 
a coimterpart foreign application and, to my knowledge after making 
reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2). 



□ 4. The document(s) was/ were cited in a search report by a foreign patent office in a 



counterpart foreign application. Submission of an English language version of 
the search report that indicates the degree of relevance found by the foreign office 
is provided in satisfaction of the requirement for a concise explanation of 
relevance. 1 138 OG 37, 38. 



H 5. A concise explanation of the relevance of the non-English language document appears 



Document ALl (DE 197 55 237) appears to be a radio-controlled clock for use in areas 
subject to electromagnetic field problems. An advantage of the invention is that 
it can avoid problems caused by Faraday cage effects or interference. An English- 
language abstract is provided (document ATI) in satisfaction of the requirement 
for a concise explanation of relevance of this foreign language document. 

Document AMI (EP 0 676 650 A2) describes a process for range measurement using a 
radio link and an arrangement for carrying out the process. An English-language 
translation of EP 0 676 650 A2 is provided as document ANl . 
a 6. The Examiner's attention is directed to co-pending U.S. Patent Application Nos. 



09/456.410 , filed December 8, 1999, 09/407.106 , filed September 27, 1999, 
09/332.502 . filed June 14, 1999, 09/332.503 . filed June 14, 1999, 09/045.929. 
filed March 23, 1998, 09/083.993 . filed May 26, 1998 and 09/146,524 . filed 
September 3, 1998, which are directed to related technical subject matter. The 



Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months 
prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(e)(1). 



below: 
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identification of these U.S. Patent Applications is not to be construed as a waiver 
of secrecy as to the applications now or upon issuance of the present application 
as a patent. The Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the cited 
applications and the art cited therein during examination. 
□ 7. Copies of the documents were cited by or submitted to the Office in Application No. 

, filed , which is relied upon for an earlier filing date 

under 35 U.S.C. § 120. Thus, copies of these docimients are not attached. 37 
C.F.R. § 1.98(d). 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner initial and return a copy of the enclosed 
PTO-1449, and indicate in the official file wrapper.of this patent application that the documents 
have been considered. 

The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is hereby authorized to charge any fee deficiency, 
or credit any overpayment, to our Deposit Account No. 19-0036. A duplicate copy of this 
pleading is enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & Fox p.l.l.c. 




Donald J. Featherstone 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 33,876 



Date: 
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